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of these isolated and encumbered par-
cels takes considerable resources away 
from the core mission of the Forest 
Service. Proceeds from the sale of 
these parcels would be deposited into a 
Sisk Act fund and may be used for de-
ferred maintenance, acquisition of 
lands for administrative sites or rec-
reational access, or to reimburse the 
Forest Service for administrative costs 
in preparing the sales. 

The U.S. Forest Service has a chal-
lenging mission. Enabling it to develop 
a more manageable land base is simply 
good government, which is why this 
bill has such broad-based support. 

I also want to thank Chairman CON-
AWAY of the Agriculture Committee for 
his assistance in expediting this bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON NATURAL RESOURCES, 

Washington, DC, June 5, 2015. 
Hon. K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, 
Chairman, Committee on Agriculture, 
Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: On April 30, 2015, the 
Committee on Natural Resources ordered re-
ported without amendment H.R. 1214, the Na-
tional Forest Small Tracts Act Amendments 
Act of 2015, by unanimous consent. The bill 
was referred primarily to the Committee on 
Natural Resources, with an additional refer-
ral to the Committee on Agriculture. 

I ask that you allow the Committee on Ag-
riculture to be discharged from further con-
sideration of the bill so that it may be sched-
uled by the Majority Leader. This discharge 
in no way affects your jurisdiction over the 
subject matter of the bill, and it will not 
serve as precedent for future referrals. In ad-
dition, should a conference oh the bill be 
necessary, I would support your request to 
have the Committee on Agriculture rep-
resented on the conference committee. Fi-
nally, I would be pleased to include this let-
ter and any response in the bill report filed 
by the Committee on Natural Resources to 
memorialize our understanding. 

Thank you for your consideration of my 
request, and for your continued strong co-
operation between our committees. 

Sincerely, 
ROB BISHOP, 

Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources. 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE, 

Washington, DC, June 5, 2015. 
Hon. ROB BISHOP, 
Chairman, Committee on Natural Resources, 
House of Representatives, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: I am writing con-
cerning H.R. 1214, the National Forest Small 
Tracts Act Amendments Act of 2015. It is my 
understanding that, on April 30, 2015, the 
Committee on Natural Resources ordered the 
bill reported without amendment and by 
unanimous consent. 

This legislation contains provisions within 
the Committee on Agriculture’s Rule X ju-
risdiction. As a result of your having con-
sulted with the Committee and in order to 
expedite this bill for floor consideration, the 
Committee on Agriculture will forego action 
on the bill. This is being done on the basis of 
our mutual undemanding that doing so will 
in no way diminish or alter the jurisdiction 
of the Committee on Agriculture with re-
spect to the appointment of conferees, or to 
any future jurisdictional claim over the sub-
ject matters contained in the bill or similar 
legislation. 

I would appreciate your response to this 
letter confirming this understanding, and 

would request that you include a copy of this 
letter and your response in the Committee 
Report and in the Congressional Record dur-
ing the floor consideration of this bill. 
Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

Sincerely, 
K. MICHAEL CONAWAY, 

Chairman. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 1214 amends the 
Small Tracts Act to provide the Forest 
Service with more flexibility to sell or 
exchange small parcels of national for-
est land. This increased flexibility will 
allow the Forest Service to identify op-
portunities where the sale or exchange 
of small parcels of land will increase 
efficiency and improve the overall in-
tegrity and health of our national for-
ests. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mr. 
AMODEI, the sponsor of this legislation, 
for working with the Forest Service to 
update this bill so that it could be sup-
ported by both sides of the aisle. 

Mr. Speaker, I support adoption of 
H.R. 1214. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield such time as he may consume to 
the gentleman from Nevada (Mr. 
AMODEI), my good friend and Nevada 
neighbor, the author of this bill. 

Mr. AMODEI. Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man, and thank you Madam Ranking 
Member. I also want to thank the 
chairman of the full committee as well 
as my cosponsors in this measure: Mr. 
POLIS from Colorado, Mr. SHIMKUS 
from Illinois, and Mr. JONES from 
North Carolina. 

So as not to risk snatching defeat 
from the jaws of victory, I will be brief. 
I would like to say that this was my 
idea and it is a wonderful thing, but 
this represents taking care of business 
that has been knocking around for 
probably a decade or more as far as the 
Forest Service is concerned. We are not 
moving the frontier into national for-
ests; we are simply giving them the 
ability to administratively dispose of 
those lands that have become not at-
tached to the national forest and have 
no management or land use character-
istics with respect to the managing of 
a national forest. 

b 1545 
The other thing I want to point out is 

that it will allow them the ability to 
dispose of well into six figures’ worth 
of acres, potentially, over the next few 
years, much more than last year, 
which was almost nothing. 

The most interesting thing is that 
the resources generated by this will 
stay with the Forest Service for use 
under their various charges as opposed 
to disappearing into that sometimes 
black hole in space, referred to as the 
‘‘United States Treasury.’’ 

I urge nationwide bipartisan support. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, in clos-

ing, I urge all Members to support this 
bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I, 

too, would urge the adoption of the 
bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1214, as 
amended. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, on 
that I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned. 

f 

JOHN MUIR NATIONAL HISTORIC 
SITE EXPANSION ACT 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1289) to authorize the Sec-
retary of the Interior to acquire ap-
proximately 44 acres of land in Mar-
tinez, California, and for other pur-
poses, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1289 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘John Muir Na-
tional Historic Site Expansion Act’’. 
SEC. 2. JOHN MUIR NATIONAL HISTORIC SITE 

LAND ACQUISITION. 
(a) ACQUISITION.—The Secretary of the Inte-

rior may acquire by donation the approximately 
44 acres of land, and interests in such land, that 
are identified on the map entitled ‘‘John Muir 
National Historic Site Proposed Boundary Ex-
pansion’’, numbered 426/127150, and dated No-
vember, 2014. 

(b) BOUNDARY.—Upon the acquisition of the 
land authorized by subsection (a), the Secretary 
of the Interior shall adjust the boundaries of the 
John Muir Historic Site in Martinez, California, 
to include the land identified on the map re-
ferred to in subsection (a). 

(c) ADMINISTRATION.—The land and interests 
in land acquired under subsection (a) shall be 
administered as part of the John Muir National 
Historic Site established by the Act of August 31, 
1964 (Public Law 88–547; 78 Stat. 753; 16 U.S.C. 
461 note). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) and the 
gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs. DIN-
GELL) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from California. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous materials on the 
bill under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from California? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 
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H.R. 1289 would expand the John 

Muir National Historic Site by approxi-
mately 44 acres. This expansion may 
only occur by donation of the land. 

Located in the San Francisco Bay 
Area, in Martinez, California, this site 
preserves the 14-room Italianate Vic-
torian mansion where John Muir lived, 
as well as a 325-acre tract of native oak 
woodlands and grasslands owned by the 
Muir family. 

The additional proposed acreage in 
this bill is directly adjacent to the cur-
rent site and will allow for better pub-
lic access to trails in the area. This 
acreage has been donated to the Na-
tional Park Service and will not be ac-
quired with any Federal dollars. 

This bill passed out of committee by 
unanimous consent, and a previous 
version passed the House during the 
113th Congress. I urge my colleagues to 
vote in favor of the bill. 

I reserve the balance of my time. 
Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

myself such time as I may consume. 
H.R. 1289 will authorize the National 

Park Service to expand the boundary 
of the John Muir National Historic 
Site and acquire, by donation, 44 acres 
of land from the Muir Heritage Land 
Trust. The donation will expand the 
site and help carry on Muir’s impor-
tant legacy of conservation and envi-
ronmental stewardship. 

John Muir is one of our Nation’s 
most respected and revered ecologists. 
His writings have inspired millions, 
and his activism and advocacy led to 
the establishment of some of our first 
and most iconic national parks. 

From the moment he set foot in Yo-
semite Valley, John Muir was con-
sumed with its natural wonder and 
beauty. He became Yosemite’s most 
vocal champion, but he didn’t spend his 
whole life there. 

From 1890 until his death in 1914, 
Muir lived on a farm not far from San 
Francisco. It was from this corner of 
the Bay Area that Muir cofounded the 
Sierra Club and helped lay the ground-
work for a century of conservation. 

Muir’s tireless advocacy led to the 
creation of the Yosemite and Sequoia 
National Parks, and his spirit and en-
during legacy led to the protection of 
much more. 

Since he is known by some as the fa-
ther of our national parks, I know he 
would be proud of all of our national 
parks today, especially as we are ap-
proaching the 100th anniversary of the 
National Park System. 

My home State of Michigan has sev-
eral beautiful national parks, including 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore, Isle Royale, and the River 
Raisin National Battlefield. 

The passage of H.R. 1289 will con-
tribute to John Muir’s legacy, and it 
will help to protect and conserve the 
place where he found solace and inspi-
ration in his later years. 

I want to thank the bill’s sponsor, 
my good friend Representative MARK 
DESAULNIER from California, for his 
leadership. 

I urge the swift passage of this legis-
lation, and I reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
such time as he may consume to the 
gentleman from California (Mr. 
DESAULNIER). 

Mr. DESAULNIER. Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the gentlewoman for 
yielding and for her kind comments. 

What a pleasure it is to be here on 
the House floor to continue to honor 
and respect a great American and a 
great Californian, his adopted State. 

Mr. Speaker, today I rise in support 
of H.R. 1289, the John Muir National 
Historic Site Expansion Act. 

This bipartisan legislation will ex-
pand the Martinez, California, historic 
site in my district as it celebrates the 
life and legacy of John Muir. 

Muir was a lifelong conservationist 
and leading advocate of the National 
Park Service and a cofounder of the Si-
erra Club. He worked to establish and 
protect national parks, including Yo-
semite, Sequoia, the Grand Canyon, 
and Mt. Rainier. 

The John Muir National Historic 
Site, which includes the home where he 
lived, covers 330 acres in Contra Costa 
County, where Muir championed the 
revolutionary idea that wild spaces 
should be set aside for all Americans to 
enjoy. 

This bill would add 44 acres of do-
nated land from a nonprofit trust, im-
proving access to the park and its sce-
nic trails, including those on Mount 
Wanda, named after Muir’s eldest 
daughter. 

The trail systems are accessible for 
hikers and bikers, including critical 
connections to the 550-mile Bay Area 
Ridge Trail. 

As Muir once said: 
Every American needs beauty as well 

as bread, places to live in . . . where 
nature may heal and cheer and give 
enough strength to body and soul 
alike. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my predecessor, 
Congressman George Miller, who has 
been a champion of this bill and who 
introduced it in an earlier session. 

I would also like to thank Natural 
Resources Committee Chairman 
BISHOP, Ranking Member GRIJALVA, as 
well as Subcommittee Chairman 
MCCLINTOCK and Ranking Member 
TSONGAS, for their leadership in bring-
ing H.R. 1289 to the floor today. 

I am also grateful for the support of 
31 of my colleagues from both sides of 
the aisle who cosponsored the bill as 
well as Senators BOXER and FEINSTEIN 
for sponsoring this legislation in the 
Senate. 

I would also like to thank the John 
Muir Land Trust for its hard work and 
dedication to preserving and protecting 
this valuable parkland and shoreline in 
the Bay Area for future generations. 

As our Nation prepares to celebrate 
the centennial of the National Park 
Service, this legislation will help pre-

serve the trails and lands that sur-
round the long-time home of the man 
known as the father of the National 
Park Service. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this bipartisan legislation, the John 
Muir National Historic Site Expansion 
Act. 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I urge all Members to support the 
bill. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, in 

conclusion, my district comprises the 
Sierra Nevada, and we are daily re-
minded of the foresight of pioneers like 
John Muir who worked to set aside 
these natural assets for, in the words of 
the original Yosemite Charter, ‘‘the 
public’s use, resort, and recreation for 
all time.’’ 

Keeping their memory fresh is an im-
portant objective, and I urge the adop-
tion of the legislation. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from California (Mr. 
MCCLINTOCK) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1289, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ELKHORN RANCH AND WHITE 
RIVER NATIONAL FOREST CON-
VEYANCE ACT OF 2015 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and pass the 
bill (H.R. 1554) to require a land con-
veyance involving the Elkhorn Ranch 
and the White River National Forest in 
the State of Colorado, and for other 
purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 1554 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Elkhorn 
Ranch and White River National Forest Con-
veyance Act of 2015’’. 
SEC. 2. LAND CONVEYANCE, ELKHORN RANCH 

AND WHITE RIVER NATIONAL FOR-
EST, COLORADO. 

(a) LAND CONVEYANCE REQUIRED.—Con-
sistent with the purpose of the Act of March 
3, 1909 (43 U.S.C. 772), all right, title, and in-
terest of the United States (subject to sub-
section (b)) in and to a parcel of land con-
sisting of approximately 148 acres as gen-
erally depicted on the map entitled ‘‘Elk-
horn Ranch Land Parcel–White River Na-
tional Forest’’ and dated March 2015 shall be 
conveyed by patent to the Gordman-Leverich 
Partnership, a Colorado Limited Liability 
Partnership (in this section referred to as 
‘‘GLP’’). 

(b) EXISTING RIGHTS.—The conveyance 
under subsection (a)— 

(1) is subject to the valid existing rights of 
the lessee of Federal oil and gas lease COC– 
75070 and any other valid existing rights; and 
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